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1-God and Us 

Who are we?  
Human Nature, BCP p. 845
Q.   What are we by nature? 

A. 
We are part of God’s creation, made in the image of God.
· God created all that is, including us [Gen 1:26-27]

· We are a special part of creation in that God reflects in us some of his own attributes. We will talk about the attributes of God in few moments.

Q. 
What does it mean to be created in the image of God? 

A. 
It means that we are free to make choices: to love, to create, to reason, and to live in harmony with creation and with God.

Q. Why then do we live apart from God and out of harmony with creation? 

A. 
From the beginning, human beings have misused their freedom and made wrong choices.
Q. 
Why do we not use our freedom as we should? 

A. 
Because we rebel against God, and we put ourselves in the place of God. 

· Lets look at Gen 1-3 

· A few points about being in God’s image yet fallen into sin:

· Our true nature is not lost as a result of our sin.
· Our way back to God is to for our “falleness” to be removed and for our lives to once again be patterned strictly upon God’s plan, will and purpose for us.
Q. 
What help is there for us? 

A. 
Our help is in God. 

Q. 
How did God first help us? 

A. 
God first helped us by revealing himself and his will, through nature and history, through many seers and saints, and especially through the prophets of Israel.
· The remedy is divine help recorded in Scripture as “Salvation History,” which has its apex in the Gospel of Jesus the Messiah.
We have touched on 3 fundamental understandings, or doctrines, of the Christian Faith in this section:
· The doctrine of Creation

· The doctrine of the Fall

· The doctrine of Atonement

