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1-God and Us 

Who is God?
 God the Father, BCP p. 846
Q. 
What do we learn about God as creator from the revelation to Israel? 

A. 
We learn that there is one God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
· How do we reconcile the stories in Genesis with science?  Keep in mind that the Bible is not a scientific textbook, but God is the Lord of science.
Q. 
What does this mean? 

A. 
This means that the universe is good, that it is the work of a single loving God who creates, sustains, and directs it.

Q. 
What does this mean about our place in the universe?
A. 
It means that the world belongs to its creator; and that we are called to enjoy it and to care for it in accordance with God’s purposes.

Q. 
What does this mean about human life? 

A. 
It means that all people are worthy of respect and honor, because all are created in the image of God, and all can respond to the love of God.

Q. 
How was this revelation handed down to us? 
A. 
This revelation was handed down to us through a community created by a covenant with God.
· Christianity is a religion of revelation.  God has taken the initiative in revealing himself to us.  What has He revealed to us about Himself? …

God’s nature …

· Omnipotent- 
means God is all knowing

· Omniscient- 
means God is all powerful… almighty

· Sovereign- 
means that God is in control

· Transcendent- Beyond and outside of his creation [Isa. 55:8-9].  He can never quite be captured by human concepts…. Incomprehensible.
· Immanence- 
Present and active within his creation [Jeremiah 23:23-24]
God’s Character…

· Living 

The great I am, Ex 3:14
· Personal… 
He feels, wills, chooses, acts, seeks relationships.
· Holy

God is…

· Good  [that is, untouched by evil], 

· Righteous, 
· Just

· His very nature objectively embodies and defines what is right and wrong, good or bad.
· Loving 
· Caring… Unconditionally cares about us and acts on our behalf… Greek word Agape
· Giving… Grace- gives based on what we need rather than what we earn or want, or deserve.

· Merciful … forgiving…persistent …patient
· Faithful…   God keeps his promises [integrity] [Num 23:19]

· Unchanging
Does not mean that he is static, but that he is consistent in his nature 

