   What We do 



    What God Does
	Sacraments
	Outward and Visible Sign
	Inward & Spiritual Grace

	Baptism
	· Outward sign- Water

· Spoken in the name of the Trinity

· Making a personal commitment to:

· Renounce Satan.
· Repent of sins.
· Accept Christ as Lord and Savior.
	· [3 A’s]               Assurance of Forgiveness   [cleansing]

                          Assurance of New Life       [spiritual rebirth]

                          Assurance of Eternal Life   [salvation]

· Union with Christ

· Adoption as a Child of God 

· Initiation into the Body of Christ

· Union with others in Christian life & ministry

· The grace/empowerment of the Holy Spirit to grow in the Faith

	Eucharist
	· Outward sign- Bread and Wine

· Offering ourselves as a “living sacrifice.”

· Expressions of thanksgiving and praise.
· Examination and repentance.
· Being in love and charity with our neighbor.
· Receiving the bread and wine in “faith.”
	· Presence of the Body and Blood of Christ  [Doctrine of Real Presence].
· Contact with God.
· Remembrance of Salvation History and Christ’s Sacrifice.
· Sacrament of unity:       Union with God

                                       Union with each other

· Forgiveness.
· Strength and empowerment.
· Nourishment for our spiritual Journey.
· To live a transformed life [Sanctification].
· Foretaste of the heavenly banquet.

	Confirmation
	· Outward sign- bishop’s blessing and laying on of hands.
· Mature affirmation of faith / baptismal vows.
· The church’s commissioning for ministry
	· Strengthening by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit:
· Empowerment to take on one’s ministry.
· Strength to confront worldly obstacles to a life in grace.

	Ordination
	· Outward sign- bishop’s blessing and laying on of hands.
· Vows to serve the Body in a ministry of Word and Sacrament.
	· Setting apart by God and empowerment by the Holy Spirit to:

· Serve and pastor the Body of Christ.
· Lead.
· Teach/ Preach.
· Administer the sacraments.
· Equip the saints for Christian life and ministry.

	Reconciliation
	· Outward sign- Confession, Absolution.
	· God’s Forgiveness.
· The removal of sin and its impact on our lives.

	Healing/ Unction
	· Outward sign- Anointing with oil.
	· Healing of body, soul or spirit.

	Marriage
	· Outward sign- exchange of rings.
· Vows to: 

· A life-long union.
· Mutual love and support.
· To engage the world as one.
· The church’s blessing and support.
	· God’s grace, blessing and empowerment on couple’s common life.

· God makes two lives into one.


