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A Brief History of Anglican Christianity
· Anglicanism dates back to the first few centuries after Christ when Christianity came to the British Isles with the Romans.

· Christianity survived the fall of the Roman Empire, and the subsequent invasion of pagan German tribes into the British Isles, as Celtic Christianity.
· Celtic  Christianity blended with Roman Catholicism in the medieval period (700’s).

· The Church in England separated from Rome in the 1500’s initially under Henry VIII and ultimately under his daughter, Elizabeth I, producing the ‘Protestant Reformation’ in the British Isles.

· The first Book of Common Prayer was produced in 1549, authored mainly by the then archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer.
· Via Media, the Anglican “middle way” was the belief that Catholics and Protestants can live together.  This took shape under Queen Elizabeth I in the late 1500’s, and was known as the The Elizabethan Settlement.  It allowed England to avoid the wars and strife that took place on the rest of the continent of Europe during the time of the Protestant Reformation.
· Richard Hooker was great Anglican theologian following the Protestant Reformation.

· “Scripture, Reason, Tradition:”  Hooker expressed that our faith is based on God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture, but also shaped and informed by human reason and the traditions of the tradition.  All tradition and reason needs to not contradict Scripture.
· Adiaphora- a Greek word used by Hooker to express that some things of the faith are “indifferent;” that is, you can do them or not, or believe them or not.  His point is, however, that some things are not Adiaphora.  Those things, whether one is Protestant or Catholic, one must believe as basic tenants of being a Christian. 
· Anglican identity as a distinct branch of Christendom took shape over the next 400 years.

· Four streams of churchmanship and theology have become interwoven: 

· Anglo-catholic

· Evangelical  

· Liberal [Social Gospel]
· Charismatic (holiness)

· Anglicanism spreads with the British Empire and became known as the Anglican Communion.  In North America Anglicanism is represented by the Episcopal Church, The Anglican Church of Canada, and most recently, our new province known as the Anglican Church in North America.
